THE   NEW   REALITY
carry the process to the end and to make a radical break with all
traditions? Should we not simply accept the logical implications
of our situation, and make man the servant of his creation, the
machine?
What is the machine? Is it a means of human welfare; or is it
not also the most effective instrument of the concentration of
human power? Is it not true that technical progress has implied
domination and subjection, instead of that which the believer in
progress imagines it to be, the service of human convenience and
enjoyment? If technical progress is made into a religion, it will
turn from an instrument of human welfare into a thing pursued
for its own sake, and in this way its essential nature, that of a
means of increase of power, will become effective as a political
force. The world of ideas of the technologist is above all else
rational; he sets himself the aim of the organic construction of
man's world, the rationalization of all life. This requires a new
concentrated and centralized utilization of all technical resources.
Thus technical progress creates a new world, that of the consistent
pursuit of total rationalization.
This seems to indicate the only direction along which the
changed world can be given its due form. In this world of the
machine there are no longer qualities, only functions. Historical
development is replaced by rational building, political conviction
by the assigned task. In the midst of this machine world is the
general planning department, with authority to assign functions
without appeal. This is the final and extreme phase of an
intellectual movement which began with the "Enlightenment"
and with rationalism. It means the re-ordering of human society
in a system of exact relations.
Was it possible for our existing forms of political and social life
to withstand this change? Ought not new ones to have been
sought, new regulative ideas conceived? In any case, this revolu-
tion of reality sets limits to the serviceability of our old standards
of judgment. Existing oppositions have become pointless, new
associations and new oppositions have been formed. These trans-
formations could not but be accompanied by errors and self-
deception. Things that might have been of assistance were thrust